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because the anticyclone itself is usually stationary.
Wedge fine weather is always clear, and is only temporary
because the wedge is never stationary. Hence we see
that when we talk of rain and fine weather, it is often
necessary to say what kind of rain and what kind of fine
weather; and we find, moreover, that a knowledge of the
kind of isobars enables us to define the kind of weather.
In many discussions on climate and statistical meteor-
ology, we find that terrible confusion is caused by mixing
up together all kinds of good and bad weather.

The prognostics which are associated with a wedge are
almost less liable to failure than those which accompany
other shapes of isobars. When they do fail, it is usually
from a sudden break-up of all the existing distribution of
pressure.

STEAIGHT ISOBAKS.

Straight isobars are so called because the isobars have
no curvature. The trend of the lines may be in any
direction, and so may their slope. For instance, the lines
may lie east and west, but the slope may be either towards
the north or towards the south. In our general diagram
(Fig. 1) of all the fundamental shapes of isobars, we drew
some straight isobars sloping to the south. In temperate
regions this slope is uncommon, while a slope to the north
or north-west is very common. We have therefore selected
an instance of a northerly slope for our diagram of straight
isobars in Fig. 8, and, as before, have written in words the
kind of sky and weather which we find in different parts
of the slope. In all the other shapes of isobars which we